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WEBINAR 1

Introduction to the
UN Datathon 2023
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Agenda
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● Welcome
● Introducing the UN Datathon 2023
● Practical information

○ Expected Outputs
○ Examples of projects from 2022 edition 
○ Judging Criteria
○ Awards 
○ Datathon timeline

● Local activities in Uruguay
● Introducing Regional hubs
● Where can you find more information?
● Q&A Session
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Organising Team
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UN Statistics 
Division

Major Group for 
children and Youth

INE UruguayGlobal Partnership 
for Sustainable 

Development Data

UN Big Data 
Regional hub in 

UAE

UN Big Data 
Regional hub in 

Brazil

UN Big Data 
Regional hub in 

China

UN Big Data 
Regional hub in 

Rwanda



Background and Objectives SDG 
Summit

Global Challenges and the 
Importance of Relevant and 

Timely Data
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Your ideas matter

Global challenges 
have local impacts
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Local solutions could 
be scaled globally



Our Partners
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Introducing the UN Datathon (1/3)
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The UN Datathon is a global data science competition
organized in conjunction with the Festival de Datos from 
November 3rd to November 6th 2023. Teams of 3-5
data enthusiasts are invited to work on data-driven 
ideas and solutions to address Global Challenges and 
help achieve SDGs. 

The theme will be revealed right before the start of the 
competition.

What is the UN Datathon?



Introducing the UN Datathon (2/3)
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Background and Objectives

INNOVATE… 
to participate in the achievement of the SDGs

NETWORK... 
with data-enthusiastic students and professionals

LEARN...
from your peers and strengthen your teamwork 

COMPETE...
with data enthusiasts across the globe 

EXPOSE...
yourself to state of the art data analysis tools and methods



Introducing the UN Datathon (3/3)
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Practical information

Create a team of 
3-5 participants

Apply for the 
UN Datathon

If selected, you will be 
invited to set up your 
team workspaceon the 
UN Global Platform 

Team Basic Info (team 
name, 
main location)

Team Composition 
(bio, student/job)

Motivation & 
Background

Participate in 
the 2023 UN 

Datathon



Expected Outputs
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Teams must submit:

1. Presentation explaining their solution (free format)

1. Video with maximum length of 10 minutes = voice-over of the 
presentation

1. Coding scripts

Teams will hack their way through an innovative analytical solution to 
address the Global and local challenges and help achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals following a theme that will be revealed closer to the 
Datathon.

https://news.un.org/pages/global-crisis-response-group/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals


Examples of projects from 2022 edition (1/2)
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Example 1: Team Data Eye from Lebanon, overall youth winning team of
the 2022 UN Big Data Hackathon
The team developed a “food assistance optimizer” (tackling SDG 2 - zero hunger) that relies on ML
algorithms to identify vulnerable populations to send food parcels to in priority through the World Food
Program. Their output was an interactive dashboard that focuses on the case study of Lebanon.

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1_3U1ZsZSoU-kSr4pT8jH9CvTq4x4E767/view


Examples of projects from 2022 edition (2/2)
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Example 2: Team Cedarsdata from Indonesia, overall big data experts
winning team of the 2022 UN Big Data Hackathon
The team developed a “self-service analytics platform for global shipping networks” that processes
AIS big data to provide a more efficient and accurate way to track maritime trade and transportation.
The goal is to make data-driven decisions about how to route shipments without delays or
inefficiencies, resulting in a boost in world trade activity and global value chain.



Judging criteria (tentative, subject to change)
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Criterion Description

Theme Does the team develop a solution that is in line with 
the event's theme? Is the solution realistic and 
scalable?

Innovation Does the team’s idea show “Out of the Box” thinking? 
Is the team’s solution groundbreaking? 

Methods Is the technology behind the idea impressive?
Does the solution use any new methods?

Presentation* How well was the project presented? 
Does it make the solution more appealing?

Visualization* How well has the report’s data visualization been 
done?



Awards (examples, non comprehensive list)
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🏆🏆
All teams who submitted their solutions will receive
a certificate of participation for each team member

Special awards include:
● 1st-3rd place overall
● 1st-3rd place youth teams (<32 y)
● Best high school and best university students teams
● Best teams by region
● Best visualization / presentation
● Best solution using AIS vessel tracking data
● Best solution using privacy enhancing technologies
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Datathon Timeline

Oct 26

Call for applicationsJuly 5

Webinar 1: Introduction to the UN DatathonAug 17

Webinar 2: Youth and the SDGsSep 7

Deadline for applicationsSep 30

Approved teams are notified about participationOct 10

Online trainingsOct 

Webinar 3: Data Sources and AnalysisOct 19

Webinar 4: Pre-Datathon Webinar

Join the mailing list to be 
updated (webinars, deadlines, 
winners)

https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/events/2023/un-datathon/
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Datathon Timeline
Day 1: 
- Opening Ceremony (14:00 UTC-3)
- Start (15:00 UTC-3)Nov 3

Day 2: Work on DatathonNov 4

Day 3: Work on DatathonNov 5

Day 4: 
- Submit (10:00 UTC-3)
- Closing Ceremony

Nov 6

Festival de DatosNov 7-9

Winning Teams announcedDec 19 

2023 UN Datathon Award CeremonyJan 18 
2024

● Datathon will officially start
November 3rd at 15:00 h Montevideo 
Time(UTC-3)
= 18:00 h UTC

● Deliverables must be submitted by
November 6th at 10:00 h (AM) 
Montevideo Time(UTC-3)
= 13:00 h UTC

● Total of 67 hours.



Global Partnership for Sustainable 
Development Data

Fredy Rodriguez 
Senior Latin-America and the Caribbean Regional Manager 
Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data
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INE Uruguay

Federico Segui 
Deputy Director General 
The National Statistics Institute of Uruguay
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Thuraya Mohammed Al-
Hashimi 
Executive Director
Digital Data Enabling Sector 
Federal Competitiveness & Statistics Centre (FCSC)

Video message

UN Global Platform Regional Hub for 
Big Data in the UAE



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1EqMjBcXUOJDk0npDhEsB8561WETem26A/view


Bei Yugao
Survey office of NBS of China in Zhejiang
Division of UNBDC Management

UN Global Platform Regional Hub 
for Big Data in China





Andrea Diniz da Silva
Professor and researcher

@ National School of Statistical Sciences – ENCE/IBGE

UN Global Platform Regional Hub 
for Big Data in Brazil



United Nations Datathon 2023
Introduction to the UN Datathon Webinar

Andrea Diniz da Silva
National School of Statistical Sciences of the

Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics



National School of Statistical Sciences of 
the Brazilian Institute of Geography and 
Statistics – IBGE

Supporting NSO in Latin America and the 
Caribbean on the use of big data and data 

science for official statistics
©2023 – Andrea Diniz da Silva



Motivación
• Big data y ciencia de dados son una oportunidad para 

mejorar las estadísticas oficiales.

• Sin embargo, nuevas fuentes de datos y nuevos métodos 
han que ser muy bien testados.

• Ustedes pueden contribuir mucho, además de vivir una 
experiencia única, intercambiar conocimientos y conocer 
gente interesada en el tema

©2023 – Andrea Diniz da Silva



Motivação
• Big data e ciência de dados são uma oportunidade para 

melhorar as estatísticas oficiais.

• No entanto, novas fontes de dados e novos métodos devem 
ser muito bem testados.

• Você pode contribuir muito, além de viver uma experiência 
única, trocar conhecimentos e conhecer pessoas 
interessadas no assunto.

©2023 – Andrea Diniz da Silva



Satelite Datathon in Rio
• To be held at the National School of Statistical Sciences, in 

Rio de Janeiro - Brazil.

• We will provide a coworking space to allow interaction 
among the teams.

• Internet conection and support will be available.

• A team will be available on-site.

©2023 – Andrea Diniz da Silva



UN Global Platform Regional Hub 
for Big Data in Africa

Therese Uwimana
Director of Data Revolution and Big Data
@ National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda
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Apply today and / or
Sign up for email updates:

51

Apply to participate in the UN Datathon 2023: 
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/events/2023/un-datathon/

Add yourself to our mailing list to receive updates: 
https://input.un.org/EFM/se/3995D1A4426836B2

https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/events/2023/un-datathon/
https://input.un.org/EFM/se/3995D1A4426836B2


CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, 
and infographics & images by Freepik. 

@UNdatathon

Do you have additional questions?
Ask now or reach out to us
Email: un-datathon@unmgcy.org

How to stay informed
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Follow us on:

@UNdatathon

@UNdatathon

@UNdatathon

Or ask questions in the UN 
Datathon group on the 
Global Network at
https://yammer.com/unstats
/

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://twitter.com/UNdatathon
mailto:un-datathon@unmgcy.org
https://www.instagram.com/UNdatathon
https://www.facebook.com/UNdatathon
https://www.threads.net/@UNdatathon
https://yammer.com/unstats/
https://yammer.com/unstats/
https://yammer.com/unstats/


CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, 
and infographics & images by Freepik. 

53

Website:
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/events/2023/un-datathon/

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, 
and infographics & images by Freepik. 

Q&A Session

Ask your questions now!

Type into the meeting chat
or raise your hand
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http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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Thank you!
Visit now our website
and register today

https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/events/2023/un-datathon/
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